
 

Second grade has just completed their first 
unit on addition that included 2 digits.   We 
will be moving into measuring and telling 
time. To support your child at home, 

helpful activities  include using different measuring  tools, cooking, reading 
different clocks and continuing to work on money skills.  
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Teacher Speak Save the Date!

November 1 
No School 

November 6 & 7 
Conferences 

November 8 
No School 

November 12 
Last Day of Run 

Club 

November 19 
Eat & Earn 

Texas Roadhouse 

November 21 
5th Grade Music 

Concert 

November 22 
4th Grade to 

Capitol Building 

November 27-29 
Fall Break  
No School  

First grade is “Falling” into November. In reading we continue to work on 
foundational skills such as letter sounds 
blends, digraphs, short vowels and sight 
words. We are also reading fiction and 
nonfiction books and teaching students 
the key elements of both types of reading 
materials. We are starting unit 3 in math. 
Students will be working with unknown numbers in addition and subtraction 
math problems. In this unit they will continue to use their understanding of 
how addition and subtraction are related as one of the strategies in solving 
the unknown number. In science, our unit is Spinning Sky. We will be 
completing activities regarding the sun, moon, and stars. Our social studies 
unit will focus on economics. 

1st Grade

Third grade is currently  working on 
multiplication and division in math. We are 
focused on the strategies to help us 
multiply and divide, such as, skip counting, 
arrays and equal  groups. We wrapped up 
our Narrative Writing Unit with a publishing party where the students were 
able to share their work with their  peers. We are now focused  on 
informational writing and we will be writing about a topic we are experts 
on! 

3rd Grade

We are an active group of Kindergarteners! Even though the month is busy 
with conferences on the 6th and 7th followed  by fall break, we are 
determined to fit in all our learning. We are starting a new unit in math 
covering 5 groups as well as addition and subtraction stories. In reading, 
we are well into Unit 2 and learning our new sight words.   Your children 
will also be learning about various traditions celebrated in the upcoming 
weeks. We look forward to seeing you soon!

KINDERGARTEN

2nd Grade



 

Pawns, Kings, and Knights, oh my! Chess club 
has a ton of new members that are learning 
the game from our Jr. coaches.   We also have 
a new coach helping us out, Mr. George.  
Many of our tournament kids know him from working tournaments around 
Lawrence.  He has helped with our tournament the past several years too.  He is 
from a family of chess players and has participated on champion chess teams 
during his scholastic years.   During club time, we have focused on the 
beginning of the game and some key moves.   Please look for the tournament 
schedule that came home awhile ago, and mark your calendars for the 
Thanksgiving tournament on Saturday, November 23.   This tournament benefits 
local school food shelves, including ours.  Our own Prairie Park tournament will 
be on Saturday, March 7.  Thanks for supporting our chess kids!

FYI for your information

This past week we worked hard to 
clean up the garden for the winter, 
even in the bit of sleet. We harvested 
the last crop of radishes, peppers, and 
carrots.  November 4 will be our last 

whole club meeting until Spring (3rd Trimester). Please remember that during 
the 2nd trimester, only our leadership team will meet. They will be working 
on their leadership skills, along with planning our spring crops and making 
garden signs. A special THANK YOU to HyVee for a huge donation of soil, 
flowers and garden equipment. We appreciate their continued support. 

Garden Club

As we enter cold and flu season, just a reminder to be 
aware of how your students are feeling and when they 
are too sick to be at school. Students may not attend if 
they have a fever over 100 and must be fever free 

without fever reducing medications for 24 hours. They must also not have any 
vomiting or diarrhea for 24 hours. Other reasons to keep students home would 
be persistent coughing, severe cold symptoms, or severe sore throat. If you 
aren't sure if your student is too sick for school, please reach out to your 
physician for guidance. Remember-good hand washing can help prevent a lot 
of these germs. I appreciate your help in keeping all our students healthy!

Nurse

Fifth grade students are learning that 
decimals have a point, especially that 
location, location, location really matters. In 
reading, we'll be exploring stories about 
inspiration and creativity; this pairs nicely 
with our social studies dive into what 

motivates people to explore areas unknown to them. We look forward to seeing 
our families at conferences November 6th and 7th.

5th Grade

Chess Club



 

FYI for your information

Kindergarteners are playing various games that focus on 
throwing and catching such as Clean out your Backyard, 
Oscar Ball, and Hot Spot Bucket Challenge.  First and second 
graders are finishing up a striking unit that focuses on 
kicking and controlling a ball using their feet.   They have 
been playing various games that practice these skills.  Third, 

fourth, and fifth graders are working on throwing and catching skills and 
are beginning some juggling activities while playing games like Hot Spots, 
Trash Can Ball, and others.

P.E.

The 4th grade has been busy this Fall!   We are just wrapping up our 
Multiplication Unit in math and are ready to tackle Unit 3 Long Division.   In 
Social Studies we have finished our mapping. Take a look at the Treasure 
Maps when you come to conferences, the 
students worked really hard on these.   In 
science we are working on Energizing 
Everything!  Why is the first hill on a 
rollercoaster always the highest?  If you 
don’t know ask your kids they can explain it 
to you. We just finished Unit 2 in Reading street and learned a little about our 
government.   We will be studying more about our government in Social 
Studies soon.  The weather is getting colder so please remember that we will 
go outside at recess unless the real feel temperature is 15 or below.   Thank 
you to all parents who helped out at the Fall Party or sent something in to help 
make our celebration a success. 

4th Grade

We are keeping busy in the library! Students in K-2 
have finished their author studies of Mo Willems 
(Grade K), Doreen Cronin (Grade 1), and Jon 
Scieszka (Grade 2). Students in grades 3 and 4 have 
finished their Dewey Decimal review, while 5th grade 

has learned all about author Kate Klise and enjoyed her visit to our school. 
Kindergartners will now begin to learn about fiction vs nonfiction, while all 
other students start diving into their Digital Citizenship lessons!  

Our fall Book Fair is next week on Wednesday and Thursday, November 6-7. 
We will be open from 3-7 on Wednesday and from 8am to 7:30pm on 
Thursday. There will be books from $2 and up at all reading levels (and they 
make great holiday gifts!) so we'd love to see you there! 

MEDIA



 

FYI for your information

Congratulations go out to the 2nd and 4th graders for their successful music 
performances! 
  
Kdg./1st graders continue to explore various ways to use their voices and a 
variety of classroom instruments, while reviewing the concept of steady beat/no 
beat.   They've done xylophone stations, and 1st graders have practiced playing 

melodic patterns on the xylos.   In early October the 
students learned about the String and Percussion Families 
of the Orchestra, and how the instruments can be used in 
folk music. Through this, the students were also able to 
identify AB form. There has been lots of discussion about 

the expressive qualities of music and how the listeners 
experience can be enhanced by things such as loud/quiet, fast/slow.   These grade 
levels use movement to show differences in elements of various music styles.  
(Kindergarteners love their mystery "Songs from the Cloud!"). 
  
As they prepared for their program, 2nd graders learned about folk music.   They 
worked on their singing skills and identified rhythm/melodic patterns within the 
songs they had been practicing for the performance.   Although they did not use 
instruments in their concert, students had played these patterns on classroom 
instruments. More recently, students have discussed and practiced various 
expressive qualities of music. 
  
Grades 3-5 have done a LOT of singing! They learned about Reggae music and its 
most famous singer/songwriter, Bob Marley. The 5th graders will be performing 
one of Marley's compositions in their music program, scheduled for Thurs., Nov. 
21 at 6:30 PM.   The students enjoyed learning about steel drums and took turns 
playing a small set during class.   3rd and 4th graders had opportunities to play a 
fun rhythm game (w/cups) and also used Boomwhackers.

Music



P.T.A.Partners in Education

P.T.A. Board Members 2019/2020: 

President: Jamie McNally 
President Elect: Alena Compton 
Treasurer: Elissa Koelling 
Secretary: Whitney DeHererra 
Members at Large: A’sha Pruitt & 2 vacant 

If you are interested in becoming a 
member of the P.T.A. Board, please email 

prairieparkpta@gmail.com

Dear Prairie Park families, 

As the holidays approach our PTA Lend a Hand program and the school have 

identified 51 students and siblings that could use help. Each child will ask for 

a want and a need to be met at the holiday. The PTA will place these requests 

on mittens on bobcats in the school foyer during conferences. Please take a 

mitten, fill the need and return the gift and the mitten to the office by 

December 6.   Thank you so much for your kindness and generosity! 


